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Caring for the Church of God 
 

“The Members of the Body” 

Selected Scriptures 

 

 

This morning we are going to be in Ephesians, Chapter 4.  Will you please join me there?   

We will be observing a wonderful portrait of the Body of Christ, the church with all of its 

members and the concerns that should be in the hearts of all of those who comprise the 

local church and the gathering of believers.   

 

A story is told about Alexander the Great, one of the greatest military leaders of all time.  

It’s one of those stories we don’t know if it is true or not.   We hope it is because it’s a 

great story.  The story goes that a young boy was brought before Alexander the Great and 

the boy was in some hot water because he had tried to steal a horse from Alexander’s 

army.  Alexander saw how young the boy was and came to understand some of the 

circumstances of the boy’s life so he decided that he would be lenient on him and let him 

go, but before he did, he asked the young boy, “What is your name?”  The boy replied, 

“Alexander.”  Alexander the Great paused and said again, “WHAT is your name?”  With 

some fear and trembling in his voice, the boy responded this time, “Alexander, sir.”  

Alexander the Great was filled with intensity and he brought the boy close to him, looked 

him straight in the eyes with a severe look on his face and said, “Boy, you will change 

your conduct, or you will change your name.”    

 

Ephesians, Chapter 4, is a wonderful picture of the Church of Jesus and it lets us know 

what we are to be and the things that are to weigh upon our hearts.  I think that little story 

about Alexander the Great gets straight to the heart of what was on the Apostle Paul’s 

mind for all of us who are a part of the family of believers of Jesus Christ.   

 

In this great book of Ephesians, Paul spends three chapters letting us know what our 

name is as followers of Jesus.  In his first three great doctrinal chapters, he teaches that 

those who are believers – those who are in Christ – are part of the family of God.  They 

are adopted into the household of the Lord Most High.  They are chosen in Christ before 

the foundation of the world.  They are redeemed by the blood of Christ.  They are sealed 

in the Spirit of Christ.  They were dead and now they have been made alive in Christ.  

Paul paints the incredible picture of the fact that we have been blessed with every 

spiritual blessing in Christ as those who are believers in Jesus. 

 

In the first verses of this section Paul wants us to understand that we need to live up to 

the calling that we have received.  We need to live up to all of the things that have been 

freely given to us by the grace of God in Jesus Christ.  I want you to see how this comes 

across to us beginning in verse 1: 

 
1
 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of 

the calling to which you have been called, 
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We have been saved by grace.  The one who is our Lord is the one who is the very King 

of heaven and earth.  We have been given a precious gift of new life in Christ.  Now, 

Christian, we are called to live up and honor the calling that we have entered into by 

God’s grace.  We must live up to the calling that we have received. 

 

As Paul goes into this next section, he talks about a lot of things.  He talks about personal 

holiness; how we walk in purity to honor the King.  He talks about husbands and wives 

and parents and children.  He talks about how we walk worthy before the Lord in the 

home, but the first issue that he addresses, the first topic on his heart, is what it means to 

walk worthy of Jesus in our participation in the local body of believers.   

 

Paul talks about the things that are to weigh upon our hearts as we are connected and 

attached to and part of the redeemed community of believers.  There are some things that 

are to weigh upon our hearts.  We are to walk worthy, O Christian, of the grace that we 

have been given in Christ.  The first thing that we need to be thinking about as we go into 

this section of Ephesians is the priority of the redeemed community of the Lord Most 

High, your brothers and sisters in Christ, the local church.  This needs to be a priority in 

our hearts.   

 

What we have in Ephesians, Chapter 4, verses 1-16 is one of the clearest pictures of how 

New Testament church membership is supposed to work and what is to be prioritized as 

far as church membership goes.  In one of the commentaries I read the author said that no 

passage is more descriptive of the church in action than Ephesians 4, verses 1-16.  I 

began countering in my own mind a little bit and thought about Acts, Chapter 2, verses 

42-47 which is also a great narrative of church body life.  This is where they devoted 

themselves to the apostles teaching prayers, breaking of bread, and fellowship. 

 

We have the narrative in Acts but here in Ephesians we have the mechanics of it.  Here 

we have the working of the local church and how each person who is a Christian is to be 

a part of it, and the different things that should be on our hearts for the local church as a 

follower of Jesus.   

 

In this sermon I am only going to be able to give you a broad stroke of the depth of what 

these sixteen verses say.  This is a dense passage of Scripture and each verse could be a 

sermon in itself.  But I will give you the broad strokes of what is here, and we will see 

that in our hearts there should be a concern for three things in relation to the local church. 

 

We need to understand that there is a call to unity if we are a Christian and a part of the 

church body.  We need to understand that there is a call to unity with other believers.  We 

will see this in this passage of Scripture.  There is a call to ministry, serving the Lord and 

that is a call that goes out to every single Christian.  There is a call to maturity.  We are 

here in a local church to build one another up so that we can be more like Christ.  These 

are the broad strokes of what’s here in this passage.  Let’s see how we, as followers of 

Jesus, are walking worthy of the calling we have received.  We need to be a part of the 

local church who is concerned for the unity and the harmonious loving condition of it. 
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1. A Call to Unity 

 

First of all, this passage shows us that we have a call to unity that we need to recognize 

and appreciate.  The church of Ephesus was comprised of two very different cultural 

groups.  There were Jewish believers and there were Gentile believers.  They were 

culturally worlds apart.  It would have been evident in the clothes that they wore; it 

would have been evident in the languages they spoke beyond Koine Greek.  It would 

have been evident in the food that they ate.  It would have been evident in the holidays 

that they celebrated.  It would have also been seen in how the Jews practiced the Sabbath, 

their day of rest, and how the Gentiles did not, necessarily, do the same. 

 

We have these vast cultural differences and the natural tendency among those who are 

different from each other is usually to fracture off and to get close to the people who are 

just like them.  But Paul, as the Spirit led him, had a different picture of what church life 

was to be like - people of different backgrounds united in the experience of these great 

doctrinal realities in Christ.  Instead of drifting apart into different cultural groups, they 

were blended together with hearts that wanted to praise Jesus.  Let’s see Paul urging them 

toward this as we read verses 1-6: 

 
1
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you 

 

Both Jews and Gentiles; us in Southern California no matter what our cultural 

background might be; no matter what our ethnicity might be; no matter what generation 

we are, I urge you 

 

 to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 

 

What’s that going to require? 

 
2 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 

love,  
3 

eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 

Don’t fracture off, people.  Why?  Because there is one Body and one Spirit; just as you 

were called to the One Hope that belongs to your call; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.  One, one, one, 

therefore, there is not this church for the Jews and that church for the Gentiles; this 

service for people who like this kind of music and that service for people who like that 

kind of music; this service for a certain ethnicity; that service for another ethnicity but 

one – one!  God is glorified when people of different backgrounds and cultural tastes 

come together so much on fire for Jesus that they just want to praise the Lord together. 

 

That’s the picture here before us in this passage.  It’s exactly what he was talking about.  

He said to maintain the unity of the Spirit.  Did you catch that?  He didn’t say create the 

unity of the Spirit.  The Spirit is the One who is creating it.  He is drawing people to faith 

from all kinds of different backgrounds.  They will all have their eyes fixed on Jesus 

together, and the Spirit is creating that.  We are to keep this going.  We are to maintain 
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the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  We are going to live in peace with one 

another.  This is a priority of the local church.  Are you a Christian?  Are you a member 

of the church?  Then this unity should be your desire.  It should be your prayer that when 

we gather together at Bethel Grace we will see diverse people gathered together with one 

heart to worship the Lord to the honor of King Jesus.  That’s what this passage of 

Scripture is talking about. 

 

So, the vision and the prayer would be for a church that has people that are black, white, 

Latino, old, young, and everywhere in between; skater, surfer, preppy, urbanite, country 

cowboy.  You name it.  Somebody said that we in Southern California are in the most 

diverse location on the planet earth.  We have been talking about this for years now as a 

church, and we should keep praying for the beauty of a diverse gathering of people who 

are so on fire for the Lord Jesus that they love being together with people that are 

different from them. 

 

Maintaining the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  I want to tell you this; one 

of the easiest ways for us to dishonor King Jesus is in the way that we relate to other 

people and other people in the church, because Jesus Christ is named in Scripture to be 

the Prince of Peace.  How easy it is for the people of Jesus to be stubborn, rude, 

thoughtless, inconsiderate, unforgiving, and to be without grace.  That’s the tendency of 

the flesh so instead we need to be filled with the Spirit remembering all that Jesus 

sacrificed so that we could be made holy.  We need to have humility.  Isn’t that what it 

said first?  That was the first thing.  If there is going to be harmony and unity in the body, 

the first thing we need is humility.   

 

So when there is friction with other people we need to realize that we have sin in us too 

so maybe we are contributing to this friction as well.  Maybe it’s not all as we see it.  In 

addition to that, we need to own up when we fail and when we sin and when we blow it.  

Why is that so difficult for us?  It’s difficult because we have sin and pride living inside 

of us, that’s why.  May the Spirit fill us in such a way that we will be humble and confess 

when we are wrong and ask for forgiveness.  That is the life blood and lubricant of the 

local church life.  It has to be happening regularly.  We must maintain the unity of the 

Spirit through the bond of peace.  

 

I want to ask you this.  Is there anybody in this church that you are avoiding?  Because if 

that situation permeates the church, we are not going to be honoring the One who is the 

Prince of Peace.  We need to have humility and grace.  We entered the Christian life by 

calling upon the Lord and confessing that we were sinners.  We looked inside of 

ourselves and discovered that there was something wrong and we knew that we needed 

help.  Why can’t we just do that in our relationships with one another?  We need to be 

filled with love and grace and filled with a yearning to see things made right. 

 

Is there anybody you’re thinking about right now?  Is the Spirit working on you?  Before 

Paul gets into personal holiness, before he gets into marriage which is vital, Paul gets into 

church life.  The first issue that he deals with in church life is peaceful harmony among 

the followers of Jesus.  Please take this to heart and may the Spirit lead you to have any 
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conversations that you may need to have.  I pray that there would be receptivity so that 

there can be total harmony and peace in the midst of all of the Body of Christ as we 

reflect upon the great salvation we have received.  It is a call to unity; loving harmonious 

unity in the church.  Keeping unity needs to be an upper most priority in our minds as 

members of this family of believers. 

 

2. A Call to Ministry  

 

We continue on and as Paul goes into the next verses he is going to begin talking about 

ministry; how every follower of Jesus is to be involved in the work of the Lord building 

up others in Christ in some form or fashion.  So it says this as we go into verse 7: 

 
7 

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's 

gift. Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 

and he gave gifts to men.” 

 

Paul was reminded of something that was said in Psalm 68 and he said there was a 

picture there of what happened with the ascension of Jesus.  Jesus was lifted up on high.  

Jesus poured out His Spirit and as we have read in I Corinthians 12, spiritual gifts and 

abilities were given for the building up of the church.  These gifts are spread abroad 

throughout the entire gathering of believers.  Verse 7 says: “Grace was given to each one 

of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift.”   

 

In this context it is not speaking of saving grace, it is speaking of ministerial grace.  That 

word grace is used in a multitude of ways throughout the New Testament.  Saving grace 

is the grace which we are saved.  As we read carefully through the Scripture, we see that 

it is by grace that we are gifted to bless others in the body of Christ.  Jesus was giving 

grace to each one of us, ministerial grace; grace to serve the Body of Christ, and we are 

all to be serving in the church because we have been gifted to do just that.  We continue 

in verse 9: 

 
9 

(In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also 

descended into the lower regions, the earth? 
10 

He who descended is the one 

who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)  
11 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 

teachers, 
12 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ,  

 

Who’s being equipped for the works of ministry?  Saints!  What’s the role of the pastors 

and the leaders?  They are to be active in doing ministry themselves, but they are to equip 

others and to set the table for people all throughout the church to be doing the work of the 

ministry.  Back in the Protestant Reformation, which was launched on October 31, 1517, 

Martin Luther tagged 95 theses to a wall.  In the Protestant Reformation there were three 

egregious errors that were corrected that were taking place in the medieval Roman 

Catholic Church.   
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Three egregious errors were reversed as the reformers went back to the fountainhead of 

truth, the Living Word of God.  The first egregious error that was reversed in the Roman 

Catholic Church was the multiple sources of divine doctrinal authority that were 

recognized.  There was the Scriptures but, in addition, the Decrees of the Popes and the 

Church Councils.  The Lord woke some men up and told them absolutely not – the 

sufficiency of Scripture is what is laid out in the historic orthodox faith.  So they went 

back to Sola Scriptura – Scripture and nothing for authoritative truth and doctrine.  That 

was the first error that was reversed. 

 

The second error was an error in the doctrine of salvation where the Catholic Church was 

teaching that Jesus and religious works; Jesus and morale works; Jesus and “good works” 

were necessary to attain right standing before God.  Not only did they teach that people 

needed the work of Jesus on their behalf, but they also taught that people needed to be 

doing good works so they could take some of the time away that they would spend in 

purgatory to pay for any minimal sins that they didn’t deal with while they were here on 

earth.  The reformers came out and said, “No, absolutely not. The sufficiency of Jesus is 

all it takes to pay for past, present and future sins.  The only thing we need is Christ and 

faith in Him.”   

 

There was a third error that was reversed during that Protestant Reformation.  In the 

medieval Roman Catholic Church there was the issue of a dichotomy where there was a 

hierarchy between clergy and the laity.  It was a situation where the ones who were 

ordained to the priesthood were the ones who were allowed to have access to the 

Scriptures.  They kept the Scriptures tied up in Latin because somehow they didn’t view 

people as being able to handle the truths of the Word.  So it was only the clergy that was 

able to handle and minister the Word.  People had to go to the clergy in order to confess 

sins before the Lord and get those sins made right before God.  You had to go through the 

mediation of a human priest.  It was the clergy that was to be about the work of the 

ministry.   

 

Then the reformers got back into the Word of God and they said, once again, “No, that’s 

not the picture that is painted for us in the Scriptures.  The picture that is painted for us in 

Scripture is that every single person who is a Christian is to be about the work of building 

up the Church.”  Every single Christian is to have the Word of Christ dwelling in them 

richly by reading it and taking it in.  The reformers said that they had to get the Scriptures 

into the hands of the people so they could minister to one another.  They emphasized the 

doctrine of the priesthood of all believers.  All Christians go straight before the throne of 

God for grace and forgiveness of sin.  We can even be praying for each other; it doesn’t 

just take the upper hierarchy of priests to do this for us.  Everybody in the church is to be 

about the work of ministry.  Any dichotomy between the ones who were ordained to the 

priesthood and the ones who were the members of the church needed to be done away 

with because we are all called to be ministers before the Lord to the blessing and the 

edification of the church. 

 

The great, great picture of what the church is to be was recovered through the 

Reformation.  Every single Christian is a minister and we see this picture in this passage 
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of Scripture.  Yes, there are some who will be pastors and teachers who help teach the 

Word; help explain what spiritual gifts are and help teach doctrine so that people will be 

blessed and equipped to do the good works God has called them to do.  But every 

Christian is to be about the works of service.  Look at verse 11 again: 

 
11 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 

teachers, 
12 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the 

body of Christ,  

 

All of the different offices that are pictured here are focused on the ministry of the Word.  

Each one of them has the Word of God at its core.  There were the apostles and prophets.  

I would understand them to be leaders during the foundational age of the churches life; 

men who had seen the risen Lord.  The apostles were called by Jesus to establish the 

teaching authoritative doctrine of Jesus and to formulate the Gospel as it went out into the 

world.  The prophets were there to help receive direct revelation for the churches before 

the Scripture had been completed so that they could know the will of God as it pertained 

to their churches and their lives. 

 

But then we have the evangelists and the shepherds, pastors and the teachers.  All of these 

are very much at work in the church today.  We need to be praying that the Lord would 

be blessing us with such gifted people.  Evangelists are people who have a special love 

for people who don’t know Jesus yet.  Their hearts are filled with concern in powerful 

ways.  We all should have this concern.  But the evangelist is driven by this.  They want 

to be out among people who don’t know Jesus so they can spread the Gospel to them.  If 

you get around an evangelist you may begin saying that you want to be more evangelistic 

yourself.  Evangelists also help equip other people in the church to be more evangelistic 

themselves. 

 

We have the shepherds, the pastors and lots of love to go all around, right?  We’re all to 

love the lost and have concern for them.  We’re all to love the church.  Evangelists have a 

special burden for the lost.  Pastors have a burden for the people in the church and for the 

things they are going through.  They have a concern to speak truth into their lives; and a 

concern to be praying for them.  These characteristics should be rubbing off on all the 

members of the church so that everyone is equipped to be praying for the brothers and 

sisters to be sharing the truth of the word. 

 

This passage of Scripture gets technical because in all the different words, the nouns have 

their own articles but when we get to the last one there is only article so is the pastor and 

teacher the same person or are they different from each other?  How does that all work 

out?  At times, we have somebody who is gifted to be a pastor and a teacher.  At other 

times, we have somebody who is really gifted to be a pastor; at other times someone 

really gifted to be a teacher.  I’ll take it all! 

 

Then we have some who are inspired to teach.  These teachers could spend all day 

reading every single theology book, digging into passages and all of the cross references 

and before you know it’s late at night and they wonder where they day went.  They are 
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just geared that way.  When we sit under solid teaching we might find the inspiration to 

want to teach as well.  Teachers help equip us with their teaching.  The entire church is to 

be ministering to the unsaved; ministering to the saved; ministering the Word of God – it 

is to go out all throughout the body of Christ.  That is the picture that is in this passage. 

 

To be a part of the work of the Lord needs to be a priority in our minds and hearts.  The 

Spirit has shed abroad so many gifts.  I wonder if you are using yours.  I wonder if you 

are working.  You should be.  You don’t work for your salvation, but you work in view 

of your salvation and your new life in Christ.  The word is work, not like putting your life 

on cruise control and taking it easy – doing some work in the church until it becomes an 

inconvenience.  I think that Paul even used words like agonizomai to describe what work 

among the Body of Christ is to be like.  We need to work because we are a part of the 

Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.  We are a part of something that is powerful and 

special.  We want to see it built up and made strong and made healthy.  Are you doing 

your part?  Are you helping?  Are you exerting yourself?  We need for you to be. 

 

We have so many opportunities for service right now.  We have a very thorough and 

strong ministry of teaching and fellowship throughout the church but it needs people to 

be a part of it and to plug in and to help out.  So take a close look at the different 

opportunities that are right there before you in the bulletin this morning.  Please consider 

where you can serve.  I’m preaching to you.  I’m talking to you, the person in your seat, 

I’m asking you to weigh these things before the Lord and to serve and work and be a part 

of our ministry. 

 

All of us are to be a part of the work of the ministry.  By the way, we will get into this 

more next week but, who is it that selects the pastors and teachers?  Do the elders select 

the other elders?  Does the congregation select the elders?  Who selects them?  Does the 

local denominational headquarters select and determine who the pastor and teachers are 

going to be?  No, Jesus is the one who determines who the leaders are going to be.  He 

gave some to be pastors and teachers and evangelists.  He did it!  That corresponds to 

another passage of Scripture that is at the bottom of your sermon sheet.  In Acts 20, Paul 

said to the Ephesians elders that they needed to take heed to themselves and to the flock 

of God that He purchased with His own blood over which the Holy Spirit had made them 

overseers.   

 

Who makes men overseers in the church?  Who does that?  The Holy Spirit does and for 

the local body it is a matter of recognizing this.  We can go back and forth and there are 

some who say that it is the elders who recognize and select and they will use some 

passages of Scriptures to make their point.  And there are others, I’d be one of them, who 

would say that the congregation is definitely involved in recognizing who is gifted to 

serve in this role.  They have a part in that process of appointing the leaders.  But in the 

end, who is it that selects – it is the Spirit of God.  He chooses men for the ministry and 

for the rest of us it is a matter of recognizing.  Jesus gave some to be pastors, shepherds, 

and evangelists.   
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3. A Call to Maturity 

 

In addition to these things it is a call to maturity as we get together in the local body of 

believers.  We should be concerned about our own growth as followers of Jesus and we 

should be concerned for the growth of others as followers of Jesus.  That’s what it’s all 

about.  How long will Christians be ministering to one another as they are being 

supported and equipped by the pastors and shepherds?  How long will this be taking 

place?  We continue on in verse 13 

 
13 

until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 

of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ, 
14 

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the 

waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 

craftiness in deceitful schemes.  
15 

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are 

to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16 

from whom 

the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 

equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that 

it builds itself up in love. 

 

All throughout this portion of Scripture we have multiple images of people growing into 

maturity.  The goal presented to us in these images is Christ-likeness.   We read what it 

says and find that Christ Jesus as the standard of maturity which we seek to attain.  We 

are to be Christ-like people.  That’s a big standard, to be like Christ.  The imagery of this 

text is very powerful.  The imagery is that as you grow and mature in the Word and the 

Lord you are going to be able to handle the crashing storms of life as they come.  When 

we are growing we won’t be like a child tossed here and there through the waves.  Instead 

we will be stable and able to get through storms because we have been made strong by 

the power of God’s Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit through bible centered 

ministry. 

 

This imagery of being tossed around by the waves caused the surfer in me to come out 

and I began recalling things that I have experienced in the ocean.  I thought back to one 

of the trips we took years and years ago to Costa Rica to go surfing.  We were surfing in 

a place called Little Hawaii and I remember that surfing session because the waves were 

pretty meaty.  They were heavy.  They weren’t the biggest waves I’ve ever been in as far 

as vertical size goes, but I remember they were really thick and there were lots of water 

moving around in the ocean.  It was powerful.   

 

We were paddling out and the waves were breaking near this outcropping of rocks.  

Outcroppings help the shape of the waves but we knew that we had to be careful.  I 

remember toward the beginning of that surfing session, I was paddling into one of those 

waves, I was surfing and did a nose dive – a big wipeout.  I got pummeled by all of the 

water that was going around me.  They call it being in spin cycle.  Finally I got up, 

gasping for some air and looked around, got my bearings.  More set waves were coming 

in toward me, I looked behind me and there was the outcropping of rocks.  If I got 

washed into that it would be trouble.  I recognized that I was in a situation that was quit 
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perilous and do you want to know what I did next?  I began screaming to my friends that 

I was going to die.  I became unraveled.  Then I went in and sat on the beach and never 

surfed again. 

 

Just kidding, that’s not what happened.  I looked back at those rocks, I looked at the 

waves that were coming, and then I turned on my engine and began paddling as fast I 

could through those sets.  I duck-dived the first waves and then went back out into the 

line up and went on to have one of the most memorable surfing experiences of my life.  

Why was I able to do that?  I surfed a lot.  I was mature in my surfing ability, and I was 

in good shape. 

 

Christians, we live in a world that is fallen.  There is peril all around us.  There are so 

many different forms and fashions.  It’s a cursed world.  There are hard things; there are 

painful things; there are hard people; there are painful people; there are difficult things 

that we face.  As we grow up into maturity and Christ the picture that is presented to us is 

that when the power of the Word of God fills our lives we are going to be mature, Christ-

like, and able to handle difficult things with poise and grace and strength.  I know by 

personal experience sometimes our hearts are filled with pain and it’s difficult and we 

need people to support us. 

 

But I’ll tell you what, if we are growing in the Word and we are ministering to one 

another and we are living out the picture that is placed for us in this passage of Scripture, 

we are not going to come unraveled.  We are not going to fall to pieces.  We are not 

going to paddle out of the beach and say that we’re done with all of this.  That’s not 

going to be the case because we have grown into maturity in Christ.  There is some 

stability with the Spirit of God dwelling within us.  We are anchored down and we are 

made strong by the truth of God’s word dwelling in us.  The glorious doctrinal realities 

are that in this world we are going to have trouble during our 70 to 100 year period of 

life.  Life is going to be difficult sometimes but we have everlasting, eternal life in the 

Kingdom of Jesus to look forward to.  This gives us some perspective. 

 

We grow into maturity through the ministry of the local church as we speak the truth to 

one another in love.  We need to be concerned about our maturity and our growth in the 

Word and in the Lord, and we need to be concerned about the growth and the maturity of 

others through the only way that it can come and that is through the precious application 

of the Word of God to our lives through the power of the Spirit of the Living God who 

Jesus has left with us.  

 

What’s going to happen?  In this passage of Scripture there is an emphases on doctrinal 

turmoil.  The time may come when somebody with false teaching may come and 

challenge us.  They might twist Scripture; they might get us in a place where we wonder 

what they are saying.  What’s going to happen when somebody comes and challenges us 

doctrinally?  Are we going to be painted into a corner?  Are we going to be wound up in 

somebody’s web?  Or are we going to be students of Scripture; are we going to be able to 

be strong in the Word; are we going to be able to discern truth from error and handle 
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those things with poise like mature adults do or are we going to be like a kid in the 

pounding surf being tossed all over the place?   

 

The Scripture gives us every warning that throughout the age we are living in there are 

going to be all kinds of perversions of Christian doctrine.  It is going to be happening 

everywhere throughout the church age.  So we best take that seriously and be prepared 

and mature in the Word when it comes. 

 

What about the relational sphere?  That’s in this passage of Scripture as well.  It says that 

sometimes we will have to bear with people; people in the church.  It says later on in 

Ephesians that we are going to have to forgive people.  We have to bear with and forgive.  

Sometimes people just irritate us; they just rub us the wrong way.  We need to bear with 

their little personality quirks while they are bearing with ours.  But forgiveness, doesn’t 

that go a step higher?  Would you agree with me that there is a difference between 

bearing with somebody and forgiving somebody?  When forgiveness happens that means 

somebody has sinned against another person. 

 

We live in a world that is cursed and fallen and there are people that are diseased with 

sin.  People in the church have been forgiven and they are being sanctified but guess 

what, my brothers and my sisters, we have all of this indication in Scripture that 

sometime life in the local church is going to require forgiveness and grace.  So when 

somebody does something mean or thoughtless or says something unkind, are we going 

to come to pieces and fall apart?  Or are we going to be so filled with the substance of 

God’s Word and Spirit that we are going to be able to handle it with poise.  We realize 

that sometimes people are mean and sometimes I am mean; sometimes people are 

thoughtless and sometimes I am thoughtless.  Praise God, Jesus is the Perfect One who’s 

going to see us through it all and who is going to show us the way; who’s going to correct 

us and will even give us grace.   

 

Are you going to be able to take it in stride because that’s the picture that’s painted for us 

here in the local church?  This happens as we grow up and mature.  There are so many 

different spheres in which we have to be mature.  But how does the picture that is 

presented before us happen?  It happens when the Body of Christ builds itself up.  It 

happens when we speak truth to one another in love; that includes the pastors.  We speak 

truth to one another; it’s living, it’s active.  We teach others, we have fellowship groups 

together; we have coffee together, speaking the truth in love.  We minister the Word to 

one another and therein maturity develops. 

 

So we have this picture of the local church.  This is what we want to be about.  We want 

to get the Word in us; we want to express it back to God in praise and in song.  We want 

to express it to one another in fellowship.  We want to get out in teaching venues and 

things like that.  Every member is to be active in this area; talking about the Word and 

what God’s teaching them. 

 

So be in the Word, encourage one another in the Word; be faithful here at Bethel Grace.  

When we gather together for worship in this building come; get into a Sunday School 
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class where brothers are teaching the Word at the adult level.  Get into fellowship groups 

where you share the Word with one another.  This is was we are talking about so that we 

may grow strong.   

 

With that I’m going to stop and pray and ask the Lord to bless and to keep this vision of 

the local church in our hearts. 

 

Let us pray. 


